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Coorumburra Brahmans 
Coorumburra is a 27,000-
acre Aboriginal owned and 
operated commercial cattle 
operation on the banks of 
the Fitzroy River inland 
from Marlborough. The 
property is administered by 
an Aboriginal Board of 
Directors representing the 
Darumbal, BBKY (Barada, 
Barna, Kabalbara and 
Yetimarla) and Jetimarala 
Traditional Owner Groups.  

 
The Board is proud to have had David & Sharon Howard managing 
the property since 2004 with their diverse experience and wealth of 
knowledge of the beef and rural industries. David & Sharon had 
worked on various properties around Queensland before being invited 
to manage Coorumburra. They have two children, Sophie & Alec, 
and look forward to staying at Coorumburra for many years to come.  
 
Coorumburra is first and foremost a profitable business enterprise, 
with top priority given to efficiency and viability. A combination of 
Coorumburra Brahmans and agistment cattle are run on the 
property, with the agisted portion decreasing as the herd is 
strengthened. The ultimate aim is to have 100% Coorumburra cattle. 
At present the ratio hovers around 50:50, with an average carrying 
capacity of around 2,000 head. Coorumburra has ridden the drought 
years well using agistment to generate a steady income stream.   
 
The Gladstone Pacific Nickel mining company has a 20-year leasing 
agreement with the indigenous traditional owners to access the 
mineral-rich hills on the property. Potential development is considered 
a positive, as it is unlikely to impinge on Coorumburra’s grazing land 
and will stimulate the local economy. 
 
Coorumburra Rural Enterprises is a well-reputed pastoral company 
with a unique organisational structure and sound business approach.  
The Directors and Managers strive to make Coorumburra emulate 
their motto: “Viable, Reliable Indigenous Land Ownership”.  
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A creek bed at Coorumburra 
 
Coorumburra Rural Enterprises director, Derek Willie, will accompany 
you on the bus to Coorumburra. His commentary will give you 
valuable background information about the property as well as the 
people who have shaped it.  
 
After morning tea is served you will venture into the fertile paddocks 
to see the Coorumburra Brahmans and their agisted neighbours. 
 
Coorumburra Rural Enterprise’s board of directors; Frank Budby, 
Derek Willie, and Norm Brown of the BBKY people; and Doug 
Hatfield, Trevor Hatfield and Billy Mann of the Darumbal people, have 
an immense volume of business and agricultural knowledge and 
diverse experience among them, and will be happy to outline the 
structural evolution of Coorumburra during the tour. 
 

  
Coorumburra’s cattle in the paddock  
 
The newly installed, bright blue yards are evidence that 
Coorumburra reinvests profits back into the property to ensure its 
continued success.  You will see this and many other improvements 
during your visit to Coorumburra.  
 
Lunch at a shady spot by the river will give you a chance to ask 
questions and get to know your fellow passengers. You might even 
be able to spot one of the resident freshwater crocodiles from a safe 
distance. 
 
For a closer look at Coorumburra, take the time to visit 
www.coorumburra.com  
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