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Bill & Kay Geddes have owned the 45,000 acre property, 
Doonside, since 1974. After growing up in the area themselves, 
Kay’s parents then handed over the reins to Bill & Kay via their 
succession plan and Doonside remains a source of great family 
pride. 
 
Although Bill & Kay have trialled many different breeds, they 
currently run mainly black and red Brangus cattle, with some 
Brahmans thrown in for good measure. Between Doonside and 
their property, “The Springs”, at Glen Geddes, Bill & Kay operate a 
highly successful stud and commercial cattle company, which has 
been showcased every September since 1982 in the annual 
Doonside sale. The top priced bull ever to be sold at the purpose-
built Doonside sale ring fetched $37,000 in 2006. This was followed 
in 2007 by two sales of $36,000. 
 

 
 
In order to help feed the 1,900 odd cattle on Doonside, Bill uses the 
fertile soil to make his own hay. Bill & Kay aim to improve 
Doonside’s pasture by replacing wire-grass on tea tree and 
mahogany country with pangola grass and ponded pasture.  
 
Doonside was the original Beef Australia Property Tour at the 
inaugural Expo in 1988. The continued prosperity of this stalwart of 
the Central Queensland Beef Industry is a credit to Bill & Kay’s 
commitment to excellence in every aspect of their enterprise. Those 
of you who went on the 1988 tour will be able to see what has 
changed, and what has endured over the intervening 21 years.  
 
A new development is the Doonside website, www.doonside.com  
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Your day at Doonside will begin with a scenic drive north of 
Rockhampton through beautiful hills and native gum forests. Alive with 
native birds and animals, this country is a treasure for both locals and 
visitors alike. The Milman area is an historical goldmine of stories from 
both German and Irish settlement, complete with village cemeteries 
you’ll glimpse through the trees. 
 
Once you arrive at Doonside, Bill will enlighten you about the different 
varieties of pasture and vegetation on the property, and how they are 
managed along with his cattle. 
 
After morning tea, you’ll be treated to a cattle demonstration and a 
discussion on working and managing cattle on Central Queensland 
coastal country.  
 
While you enjoy a BBQ lunch at the shady sale yards, you will be 
entertained with bush poetry featuring both Australian classics and 
original poems. 
 
Before saying farewell to Bill & Kay, you will tour around some of 
Doonside’s paddocks to see their award-winning cattle and Bill’s 
haymaking enterprise. 
 
With ample time for questions and a bit of a yarn, a day at Doonside 
will illustrate why Central Queensland is home to the Beef Capital and 
have you looking forward to the next 21 years of success in the beef 
industry. 
 

  
Doonside  A friendly Doonside bull 
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