Westpac Property Tours — Wednesday, 6 May 2009

lan & Kaye moved to the 4,300 acre property Warnoah in 1985 and it is
now part of the family enterprise, “Hutchinson Farming”. They seized the
opportunity to develop a feedlot that would utilise their own grains,
cottonseed and irrigated corn-silage and add value to their product.
Today, Warnoah is a successful 2,000 head DPI* licensed, MSA* and
Ausmeat accredited feedlot. lan & Kaye run Droughtmaster and
crossbreed cattle, and custom-feed outside cattle destined for both
shows and processing. A contract with ACC* Coles means that cattle
bound for supermarkets are trucked in and out of Warnoah each week.
Many Droughtmaster breeders also feed their cattle at Warnoah in the
weeks leading up to the Beef Australia Expo.

With the help of their son Mark, lan & Kaye grow various grains that are
used for Warnoah'’s feedlot. They recognise the importance of value
adding at every stage of production. Generally keeping to traditional
crops such as wheat, corn, barley and sorghum, lan has branched out
on occasion into crops such as peanuts.

Centre-pivots are used to distribute irrigation water from the Dawson
River, and Warnoah'’s 30-foot deep lagoon known as ‘Big Bull
Watercourse’ is home to a healthy school of Barramundi and Saratoga.

lan works the feedlot on a once-per-day maximum intake basis, which
allows him to constantly alter the volume of feed according to the cattle’s
appetites. At midday lan inspects for uneaten feed, altering or retaining
each pen’s rations as formulated by Dr Rob Lawrence of IAP*
Toowoomba.
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In preparation for feeding, the grains
grown at Warnoah are stored in a
collection of commodity sheds. The
loading and unloading processes have
been fine-tuned to make them fast and
easy, and achieve minimal handling of the
grains.

lan is proud of his semi-circular yards,
which boast a double-decker loading ramp
and button-operated gates. Great effort
has been made to make Warnoah’s
yards as safe as possible by minimising
the occasions that employees have to be
in the yards with the cattle.

The semi-circular yards

*DPI| — Department of Primary Industries ‘I’e St ac
*MSA — Meat Standards Australia
*ACC — Australia Country Choice

*|AP — Integrated Animal Production
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Your day at Warnoah will begin before you even leave the bus. You'll
take advantage of the travel time to Moura to enjoy an entertaining
commentary by a long-time local whose anecdotes and jokes will win
you over before he even starts on the bush poetry!

Warnoah feedlot

You'll arrive at the shady Big Bull lagoon just in time for lan & Kaye to
welcome you with morning tea and introduce you to their family-
owned enterprise.

You'll see the feedlot up close without getting dirty — the roads are
wide enough for our buses to pass through while lan explains his
feeding schedule and answers all your questions. lan will then show
you Warnoah's semi-circular yards before taking you back to the
lagoon where lunch will be served. While you mingle and enjoy the
shade, lan will give an overview of how he and Kaye combine their
grain and cattle enterprises for maximum value.

Warnoah's silos



