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The UK Beef Expo
By Emily Tanner

As | am currently residing in London, | was lucky enough to be able to attend the annual
UK Beef Expo on behalf of Beef Australia. This year it was held in the town of Skipton,
Yorkshire in the north of England. It was to run over two days in mid-May and in true
English style, it was a soggy couple of days of field visits, conferences and displays.

Catching the train north from London, | immensely enjoyed the 3 hour trip, with eye-
wateringly green fields full of fat cattle and immaculate crops, all the time dotted with
farmhouses and hedgerows. With space so in demand on this densely populated island, it
was clear that not one inch of it is wasted.

The take home message from the UK Beef Expo 2007 was based around a common
theme; making farms profitable. This is a pertinent topic for British producers, as their
farming subsidy — the Single Farm Payment — in place since the mid-fifties is due to be
phased out by 2012. Robert Forster, Chief Executive of the National Beef Association,
said that an alarming number of operations run at a loss every year but are able to stay
afloat, buoyed by subsidies paid by the Government. He said the end of the subsidies will
see a number of producers squeezed out of the game.

The first day of the Expo consisted of a series of on-farm

visits to 3 local producers, each with their own strategy

of making their businesses profitable. Each farm

boasted a different innovation for building profit into their

farms; from directly marketing their beef to restaurants,

exporting stud cattle onto the European continent, to

opening a farm gate store, each different but so far prov-

ing effective. On our first day, as we stood by the

coaches at ‘Windy Pike Farm’ at Clitheroe, | couldn’t

help but notice the number of fellow participants pulling

on large knee-high gum boots and had a dreaded feeling

they knew something | didn’t. They did. Knee-high lus-

cious grass, soaking wet from overnight showers and the RS Crabtree, Bolton Abbey
100mm or so that had fallen in the region in the few days F={EERT RIS R GUL
prior to our arrival made short work of soaking my RM group about his operation.
Boots and jeans!




The most obvious factor that struck me after our visits to the Yorkshire farms was the in-
tensity of their operations, with whole herds being handled almost daily. Cattle are gener-
ally housed during the winter — some all their lives — and substitute fed roughage and min-
erals all year round, despite the copious amounts of feed available in the paddocks. A
large proportion of the herds we saw on the tour were dairy-breed based and dairy cross
cattle make up a large portion of the UK’s beef herd.

Day two of the event saw the running of the conference and the Expo, comprising all that
is beef in the United Kingdom. The Expo itself was housed in the Skipton Auction Mart, a
covered saleyard complex that was home to row after row of animal health, stock feed
and beef breed society stalls during the Expo. Much like our agricultural field days in Aus-
tralia, attendees could view the newest in agricultural equipment, check out the finest
specimens each beef breed had to offer and strike a good deal for their next delivery of
stock feed. The conference was run in conjunction with the Expo and the guest speak-
ers covered all aspects of beef production in the UK, with sessions addressing issues
from animal welfare and feeding regimes, to the changes in legislation concerning the
withdrawal of the Single Farm Payments. This way, people could attend the sessions
that most interested them, and still have time to take in the Expo.

Overall, | found the Beef Expo to be a very enlightening experience and it certainly high-
lighted the differences between English and Australian beef production. Coupled with my
experiences attending the International Livestock Congress in Colorado in January, it has
really proven for me that although we are all in the same game, beef production, we all
play it very differently.
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